
BIOGRAPHY OF POCAHONTAS

Pocahontas, later known as Rebecca Rolfe, was a Native American who assisted English colonists during their first
years in Virginia. Pocahontas was a Powhatan Native American woman, born around , known for her involvement with
English colonial settlement at Jamestown, Virginia.

She even got to meet with John Smith, who she thought was dead. Marriage of Matoaka Pocahontas to John
Rolfe. Whether she truly converted is open to question, but she had little choice. The relationship between the
Powhatan and the settlers once again turned to violence. Powhatan consented to the proposed marriage and
sent an uncle of Pocahontas' to represent him and her people at the wedding. Poison was suspected as she had
been in good health up until her dinner on the ship. However, the peace ended when colonists demanded more
food, and Powhatanâ€”facing shortages and drought in and â€”declined. In March , Argall learned that
Pocahontas was visiting the Patawomeck village of Passapatanzy and living under the protection of the
Weroance Iopassus also known as Japazaws. At center right, Pocahontas is put on the boat and feasted.
However, her story has been adapted to suit the needs of its interpreters. This marriage would prove
instrumental to ending the First Anglo-Powhatan War. After a year of captivity, Sir Thomas Dale took
Pocahontas and armed men to Powhatan, demanding the remainder of the ransom. Smith had not forgotten
about Pocahontas and had even written a letter to Queen Anne describing all she had done to help the English
in Jamestown's early years. In the spring of , the English continued to prove to Pocahontas that her father did
not love her. What's changed? The scene is idealized; there are no mountains in Tidewater Virginia, for
example, and the Powhatans lived in thatched houses rather than tipis. Contemporaneous sources, however,
substantiate claims of their friendship but not romance. Within a year, Powhatan died. I was working on a
project comparing early relations between colonizers and Indians in Spanish America and English America
when they arrived. Most of her older siblings were grown, as Wahunsenaca fathered Pocahontas later in his
life. While being held captive, Pocahontas met tobacco farmer John Rolfe and fell in love. Wahunsenaca
reprimanded Smith for English conduct, in general, and for Smith's own, in particular. Towsned, Camilla. Her
illness took a turn for the worse and interrupted her return voyage before her ship left the River Thames.
Native Americans for so many years have been so tired of enthusiastic white people loving to love
Pocahontas, and patting themselves on the back because they love Pocahontas, when in fact what they were
really loving was the story of an Indian who virtually worshipped white culture. Ingrained cultural guidelines
stressed peaceful solutions; besides he did not wish to risk Pocahontas being harmed. By all English accounts,
the two fell in love and wanted to marry. Japazaw did not want to give Pocahontas to Argall; she was his
sister-in-law. The Patawomecks lived on the Potomac River and were not always loyal to Powhatan, and
living with them was a young English interpreter named Henry Spelman. In the spring of , however, Sir
Samuel Argall took her prisoner, hoping to use her to secure the return of some English prisoners and stolen
English weapons and tools. He felt compelled to choose the path that best ensured his daughter's safety. It was
most likely during this dance that Pocahontas met Kocoum. So I think what will be the most important lesson
is that she was braver, stronger and more interesting than the fictional Pocahontas. In a long letter to the
governor requesting permission to wed Pocahontas, he expressed both his love for her and his belief he would
be saving her soul through the institution of Christian marriage. Shortly thereafter, John Smith met the Rolfes
at a social gathering. The fact that he was not a chief, and thus not high in status, suggests that Pocahontas
may have married for love. Pocahontas eventually gave birth to a son named Thomas. If Wahunsenaca truly
intended to kill Smith, Pocahontas could not have gotten past Smith's guards, let alone prevented his death.
Chaplain: Roundhouse,  Colonists burned Indian villages and threatened violence, and from then on,
Pocahontas ceased visiting Jamestown. She probably married John Rolfe willingly, since she already had a
half-white child who could help create a bond between the two peoples. Largely, the lesson is one of
extraordinary strength even against very daunting odds. On her visits to the fort, Pocahontas was seen
cart-wheeling with the young English boys, living up to her nickname of "playful one. Although her father
released seven English prisoners, an impasse resulted when he did not return the weapons and tools and
refused to negotiate further. Afterwards, she disappeared into the woods, never to see Smith in Virginia again.


