
IS THE CONCEPT OF SOVEREIGNTY OUT DATED

State sovereignty can be recognised as an outdated concept for a variety of reasons including globalisation, rise of
non-state actors and.

It is then reasonable to argue that sovereignty is no longer considered significant due to the increased military
intervention seen in Bosnia, Kosovo and Iraq. Minority â€” and even some majority â€” tribes, such as the
Tutsis in Rwanda and, indeed, the Hutus in Rwanda before them or the Igbo in Nigeria, have suffered
massacres and wars because they are trapped in an artificial country. Neo- realists believe that we live in a
state of international anarchy so states act in their self interest to pursue security and survival as they may view
other states as potential threats. Therefore, the fact that states are able to act autonomously by ignoring what
organisations such as the UN bring up as well as act according to their self interest suggests that the concept of
state sovereignty is still important in international relations and hence not an outdated concept. Yes and no.
They have been considered to be outdated due to the fact that institutions such as the EU can be recognised as
having a large amount of power in comparison to states who register to follow what they want. Although it
may lead to problems such as oppositions and rivals, the power of the states suggests that the concept of state
sovereignty is not an outdated concept. Despite this, it could be argued that humanitarian intervention destroys
the concept of state sovereignty as well as its importance suggesting that it is an outdated concept. Although,
states may benefit from the decisions being made by the supranational power such as the development of
deprived regions which is a benefit that the EU provides, there also disadvantages such as membership fees
which can be costly. The fact that military spending has increased by countries such as China, France, Russia
and the UK suggests that states are taking steps to secure themselves from destruction which is ultimately
imposing tighter border controls. Therefore, it could be argued that state sovereignty is not an outdated
concept as the majority of states are able to control what takes place within their borders as well as decide on
laws which may be passed. Moreover, the acceptance of humanitarian intervention by Liberalists suggests that
state sovereignty is in decline and may be considered an outdated concept. The contrasting viewpoint of
realists and Liberalists continue to demonstrate the competition within international relations. By having
control over what states spend their money on, it is reasonable to argue that states are no longer considered as
sovereign and legitimate enough to ensure that they can spend the money responsibly and where they see fit.
Ultimately, by signing up to an international institution, states consciously devote some sovereignty to a
higher body that forces states to give up a part of their power. This can be demonstrated by the fact the
increase in military intervention without the permission of states. A non state actor is an individual or an
organisation that has significant political or economic influence but is not related to any particular country or
state. The Rwandan genocide happened in part because of intra-tribal support across state boundaries, with the
Hutus of Rwanda receiving help and support from those in Burundi. Nevertheless, the argument above is weak
because the dependence on trade which is due to globalisation and is a tool to maintain strength and flow in
the economy has meant that many states are losing sovereignty in order to maintain relationships with other
states. Why is sovereignty now widely viewed as an outdated concept? It is through the use of their
sovereignty that states enter into international arrangements. Examples of non state actors include pressure
groups such as Amnesty International and Greenpeace. However, Realists such as Viotti and Kauppi deny that
globalisation has changed what goes on within borders and argue that state sovereignty is not an outdated
concept as they remain the dominant actor on the world stage.


