
ANALYSIS OFF FAHRENHEIT 451

Any time at outbreak of obscurantism the educated people would mention Fahrenheit , a dystopian grim tale of firemen
burning books, because reading is.

Active Themes Montag mentions to Mildred that he hasn't seen the neighbors in a while and wonders what
happened to them. When Montag attempts to discuss the issue, Millie reacts with dismissive disbelief, eager to
return her attention to the diversions of the seashell radios constantly inserted in her ears and the people on the
three-wall television, whom she calls her "family". Beatty emphatically stresses that books contain nothing
believable. The Captain says the Hound doesn't like or dislike, it just does what it's programmed to do.
Clarisse speaks of strange things, strange for Montag, but not for reader, and asks strange questions. Montag
has been affected by Clarisse. Never by day! Mildred responds that the McClellans moved out four days ago.
In this section, Bradbury advances the larger idea that without the freedom to seek truth, it is impossible to
find true fulfillment. He introduces Guy Montag, a pyromaniac who took "special pleasure to see things eaten,
to see things blackened and changed. For Montag, "It was a pleasure to burn. If Clarisse renews his interest in
the sheer excitement of life and Mildred reveals to him the unhappiness of an individual's existence in his
society, the martyred woman represents for Montag the power of ideas and, hence, the power of books that his
society struggles to suppress. This mechanism, intended for finding criminals by chemical composition of
their blood and sweat, fascinates him in a way, particularly because, in spite of its adjustment, the hound
actually snarls at Montag and demonstrates irritation by his presence. Here, vehicles resemble beetles in the
dystopian society. In contrast, instead of searching out cheap thrills, Clarisse does what she can to try to
understand and engage with other people. When Montag reads this quote to Millie, he is pointing out that
people are willing to die rather than conform, even though others may believe their position to be absurd or
irrational. He is a "smiling fireman. In the first part of Fahrenheit , Bradbury uses machine imagery to
construct the setting and environment of the book. Clarisse's peers have no respect for their elders and don't
seem to value their own lives. Active Themes Suddenly, a squadron of jet bombers rips through the sky
overhead, shaking the house with a supersonic roar. And then, one day, Clarisse is not there to walk him to the
subway when he goes to work. The opening plunges you into the different world of the novel. They speak
after his work and he is stunned by her words each time. He realizes that their life together is meaningless and
purposeless. Montag, however, has never concerned himself with such "insignificant" matters. During the next
week, Montag sees Clarisse everyday and finds himself looking forward to his conversations with the
eccentric, curious girl. He was a part of one of the numerous families that moved to California during the
depression to avoid the ravaging Dust Bowl. In mythology, it endures the flames without burning. When
found they are burned, as are the homes in which they were stored. Through Fahrenheit , Bradbury appears to
give warning to what might be in store for a society that allows anti-intellectualism to ferment and technology
to take over. Mildred is utterly obsessed with her television family which consists of characters from her
favorite television program. Rather than letting the firemen kill her, she takes action and kills herself first. In
essence, it was a chess match between Americans and the Soviets. These thoughts return him to Clarisse,
being a complete contrast to Mildred, with her vivacity and curiosity. Beatty then tells Montag the real history
of firemen, beginning with the development of mass media. Active Themes At the station that day, Montag
and the firemen play cards as the radio in the background reports that war may be declared at any moment.
Bradbury presents the oppression of an authoritarian state that does not allow its citizens to reads books.
Beatty is an intelligent but ultimately cynical man. Related Papers. Montag desperately tries to lead her out,
but she won't leave her porch. In order to keep power, the government will resort to the suppression of ideas
by censoring things and eventually by banning books. Granger also muses about building of a large mirror
factory, so each man can see his own face and reflect on his life. Beatty continues his taunts, so Montag burns
him alive. Bradbury uses the character of Clarisse to describe how mass media culture has affected the youth
in Fahrenheit  Clarisse prefers to talk, or simply to observe people and figure out who they are.


