
HOW TO MAKE A WATERMARK ON PAPER

Create Your Own Watermark: Watermarks are a recognizable image or pattern on paper that is faintly visible in the
background of artwork or on official.

Stamp paper watermarks also show various designs, letters, numbers and pictorial elements. These incredible
chiarascuro watermarks are still being produced in Italy at the Fabriano Mill. We painted images on a mesh a
layer of fiberglass window screen topped with noseeum netting cut to the size of our moulds. Laminated green
silhouette couched onto a white base sheet. Bowl or tray of water What to do Put one sheet of paper in the
water and leave it to soak for a few minutes. In philately , the watermark is a key feature of a stamp, and often
constitutes the difference between a common and a rare stamp. The idea has now carried over from paper to
digital watermarks, used to identify digital files. When paper gets wet, the fibres unstick from each other a bit,
which is why wet paper tears easily. When you are finished, take the top sheet of paper away â€” you might
want to destroy it so no one can read your secret message. You may already know that paper is made from
trees, but do you know how? More often, the collector must use a few basic items to get a good look at the
watermark. If you look closely, even at the dry sheet, you might be able to see where the paper has thinned. A
really old watermarked lamp commission by yours truly. Sometimes a watermark in stamp paper can be seen
just by looking at the unprinted back side of a stamp. If you wait too long, the top sheet will get wet and start
to rip! So you can imagine how excited I was when I learned how to make them myself! Gently pat the paper
dry with a towel. Leave the wet piece of paper to dry. This mixture is rolled, squeezed and dried, and the fibres
get tangled and stick together. Hold the wet paper up to a light â€” can you see the message? The resulting
watermark is generally much clearer and more detailed than those made by the Dandy Roll process, and as
such Cylinder Mould Watermark Paper is the preferred type of watermarked paper for banknotes, passports,
motor vehicle titles, and other documents where it is an important anti-counterfeiting measure. The dandy roll
is a light roller covered by material similar to window screen that is embossed with a pattern. Fabric paint
watermark by Mary Tasillo A third technique we explored required fabric paint available at craft stores. Such
devices can be very useful for they can be used without the application of watermark fluid and also allow the
collector to look at the watermark for a longer period of time to more easily detect the watermark. Watermarks
designs which appear in a sheet of paper when illuminated have intrigued me since the first time I laid eyes
upon them. The wet paper fibres are free to move just enough to thin the paper in those areas. Because the
patterned portion of the page is thinner, it transmits more light through and therefore has a lighter appearance
than the surrounding paper. Over time they have become more complex, so typically they do not need to be
wet to be seen when held up to the light. Silhouette watermark in buttercut The line drawings were used to
make pure watermarked sheets in pale pulps we experimented with cotton linters and bamboo pulp â€”
available from Carriage House Paper â€” which was new to me and produced remarkable results. With the
silhouette images, we made very thin sheets of paper using a veil pulp finely beaten cotton linter that washed
over the buttercut and filled in the areas on the mould. The invention of the dandy roll in by John Marshall
revolutionised the watermark process and made it easier for producers to watermark their paper. My apologies
to my students â€” I did not take enough photos during class, so many of these are older images! Cylinder
mould process[ edit ] Another type of watermark is called the cylinder mould watermark. Trees are chopped
into tiny pieces releasing the fibres within. Put the dry sheet of paper on top of the wet sheet, and quickly start
writing your secret message on it. The process of bringing out the stamp watermark is fairly simple. Faint lines
are made by laid wires that run parallel to the axis of the dandy roll, and the bold lines are made by chain
wires that run around the circumference to secure the laid wires to the roll from the outside. This technique is
more painterly than the buttercut. Historically, watermarks like this have been used with paper products to
detect and prevent counterfeiting and forgery. Because the chain wires are located on the outside of the laid
wires, they have a greater influence on the impression in the pulp, hence their bolder appearance than the laid
wire lines. Traditional watermarks were made with wire: designs or logos were twisted in wire and soldered or
sewn to the papermaking mould. A few mechanical devices are also used by collectors to detect watermarks
on stamps such as the Morley-Bright watermark detector and the more expensive Safe Signoscope. Leave a
comment below and tell us about your techniques!


