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Given these concessions, Marxists could likewise cede some ground, and acknowledge that the current
population of roughly seven billion exceeds the planetary carrying capacity under the capitalist mode of
production. Despite its intuitive appeal, this claim still rests on the false assumption that a smaller population
would somehow exercise a smaller environmental impact. Wicksell focused on the causes and consequences
of emigration in a lecture in  The history of eugenics has already shown how readily neo-Malthusian
arguments can be used to justify regressive measures such as forced sterilization and infanticide. In the case of
global population and environmental change, the fact that the last few centuries have also been characterized
by a mode of production predicated on perpetual expansion constitutes a rather glaring example of a factor
likely to produce a spurious correlation. The original essay was part of an ongoing intellectual discussion at
the end of the 18th century regarding the origins of poverty. This study is based on World demographic
estimates for the last 3 centuries, for example, drawn from A. This process is experimental and the keywords
may be updated as the learning algorithm improves. According to this thesis, population naturally increases in
geometric ratio but the means of subsistence, or agricultural production increases only in an arithmetic ratio
making it impossible for agricultural production to sustain growing populations indefinitely. Although they
stopped short of calling for a ban on immigration, the Ehrlichs argued in their One With Nineveh that
immigration into the USA could be problematic insofar as immigrants are able to adopt the high-consumption
lifestyles of some US natives, and insofar as it allows the sending countries to avoid dealing with their
population problems. Google Scholar 7. All it really tells us is that the human population and most indicators
of environmental change have both increased over the last few centuries. Fletcher, Situation Ethics
Westminster, Philadelphia,  See, for example, Paul Q. Google Scholar 9. Only Marxism offers a clear
alternative. He saw the problem in an outspoken Malthusian way, suggesting that under the prevailing
overpopulation in Sweden emigration could not be harmful. Download preview PDF. Importantly, this does
not mean that the question of human over-population is entirely irrelevant to Marxists. His normative claim
then seemed to follow logically, i. The first is, as the Marxist geographer David Harvey has noted in his
Seventeen Contradictions and the End of Capitalism, that the extent to which capitalism requires constant
population growth is debatable at best, and capital could easily resort to a number of alternative strategies to
expand its markets, at least in the short to midterm. Origins[ edit ] Malthus was not the first to outline the
problems he perceived. Google Scholar  Furthermore, Gimenez also argues that family planning is not
necessarily incompatible with socialist political objectives, but cautions that Marxist support for access to
family planning should be distinguished from the instrumental logic of neo-Malthusianism. Attempting to
infer a causal relationship from a correlation such as this requires that underlying factors that could reasonably
be expected to produce a spurious correlation are taken into account.


