
FUNCTIONALIST PERSPECTIVE ON DISABILITY

The link between disability and social deviance that functionalists make influences health care and.

Symbolic interactionism Health and illness are social constructions: Physical and mental conditions have little
or no objective reality but instead are considered healthy or ill conditions only if they are defined as such by a
society. Clearly, their situation cannot be understood or, indeed, transformed by any policy based on narrow
theories of conventional normality or uniformity. The theory focuses on the tendency of majorities to
negatively label minorities or those seen as deviant from standard cultural norms. Consequently, disabled
people tend to be treated as an abstract, somehow distinct from the rest of the human race, and the crucial
question of the causes of disability is fudged rather than clarified. The core institutions defined by sociology
and which are important to understanding for this theory include family, government, economy, media,
education, and religion. Think of the last time you visited a physician or another health-care professional. Who
should be setting the research agenda? Herbert Spencer: Herbert Spencer was a prominent functionalist
sociologist, who likened the functioning parts of society as organs within a body. Medicine The social
institution that seeks to prevent, diagnose, and treat illness and to promote health in its various dimensions.
When new needs evolve or emerge, new institutions will be created to meet them. Musto, D. Merton, who
divided human functions into two types: manifest functions, which are intentional and obvious, and latent
functions, which are unintentional and not obvious. Soft labeling refers to people who believe that mental
illnesses do, in fact, exist. Critics of the Functionalist Perspective Critics of Parsons and the functionalist
perspective point to different flaws they see with his argument. Mental illnesses are socially constructed
illnesses and psychotic disorders do not exist. Society is more than the sum of its parts; rather, each part of
society is functional for the stability of the whole. Key Terms self-fulfilling prophecy: a prediction that, by
being voiced, causes itself to come true social construction: A concept or practice that is the construct or
artifact of a particular group, meaning that the concept or practice is understood differently by various groups
and institutions. Key Terms deviance: Actions or behaviors that violate formal and informal cultural norms,
such as laws or the norm that discourages public nose-picking. In the process, the children become
law-abiding, taxpaying citizens, who in turn support the state. First, sick people should not be perceived as
having caused their own health problem. While many of these perspectives hold parallels, conflict theory does
not refer to a unified school of thought, and should not be confused with, for instance, peace and conflict
studies. The family is dependent upon the school to help children grow up to have good jobs so that they can
raise and support their own families. The link between disability and social deviance that functionalists make
influences health care and research and supports the continued dominance of professionally controlled health
and welfare services for disabled people. Third, Parsons wrote approvingly of the hierarchy implicit in the
physician-patient relationship. Opium use was considered neither a major health nor legal problem. At the
same time, Karl Marx was aware that most of the people living in capitalist societies did not see how the
system shaped the entire operation of society. Drunks were not treated in a sympathetic way because, at that
time, it was thought that it was their own fault that they could not stop drinking. Hard labeling refers to those
who argue that mental illness does not exist. Antonio Gramsci. Who should be in control of the research
process? According to functionalism, an institution only exists because it serves a vital role in the functioning
of society. Structural functionalism reached the peak of its influence in the s and s, and by the s was in rapid
decline. Functionalist Perspective in American Sociology The functionalist perspective achieved its greatest
popularity among American sociologists in the s and 50s. From the functionalist perspective, if all goes well,
the parts of society produce order, stability, and productivity. Physicians also have a role to perform, said
Parsons. In general, Marx wanted the working class to rise up against the capitalists and overthrow the
capitalist system. Disability becomes a commodity and a source of income for doctors, lawyers, rehabilitation
professionals, and disability activists. While European functionalists originally focused on explaining the inner
workings of social order, American functionalists focused on discovering the functions of human behavior.


