
A COMPARISON OF THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM AND THE CIVIL

LAW SYSTEM

Audiences are drawn to the drama, suspense and justice of the courtroom. The main difference between civil and
criminal law deals with people who . If you love learning about the intricacies of the legal system, you might.

If you are dealing with a civil dispute, you will want to consult a civil attorney, and find more information on
how to file a civil lawsuit. If someone loses a case in civil court, that person may be ordered to pay money to
the other side or return property, but that person does not go to jail just for losing the case. In the criminal
system, it is the government that brings a case against a defendant, and in civil court, citizens can bring
lawsuits against one another. In civil cases, by contrast, cases are initiated suits are filed by a private party the
plaintiff ; cases are usually decided by a judge though significant cases may involve juries ; punishment
almost always consists of a monetary award and never consists of imprisonment; to prevail, the plaintiff must
establish the defendant's liability only according to the "preponderance of evidence"; and defendants are not
entitled to the same legal protections as are the criminally accused. Civil Justice System: Regardless of
whether a criminal prosecution was undertaken, or whether defendant was found not guilty, crime victims may
still be able to seek justice by filing a civil lawsuit against the person or persons the victim believes caused the
victim harm. The families won the suit as O. In the civil case, the jurors believed the evidence pointed more
toward the direction of guilt, than not. The judges in criminal and civil court have different powers. Contact
legal aid also called legal services or other not-for-profit agencies that provide free legal help to people who
cannot afford to hire a lawyer. If you are a crime victim, you do not need a lawyer in criminal court. I have
been accused of a crime and cannot afford a lawyer. In the O. By signing up, you agree to our Privacy Notice.
Criminal law deals with acts that violate the Criminal Code and other federal statutes. Related Articles.
Simpson: in he was acquitted of having murdered his wife and her friend, but two years later he was found
liable for their killings in a civil suit for wrongful death. The right to a jury trial is not guaranteed in civil cases
that seek an equitable remedy, but the right to a jury trial in criminal cases is guaranteed by the Sixth
Amendment. It was written for people who are under 18 years old and gives general information about your
rights. The burden of proof is much higher in criminal law. These cases typically involve a dispute of some
sort, with penalties usually involving financial or property compensation. Examples are defamation including
libel and slander , breach of contract, negligence resulting in injury or death, and property damage. If an arrest
is made following an investigation, and there is sufficient evidence to go forward, a prosecutor files charges
against defendant and pursues prosecution. The judge may ask you to fill out a form listing what you own and
how much you earn. In criminal cases, for example, only the federal or a state government the prosecution
may initiate a case; cases are almost always decided by a jury; punishment for serious felony charges often
consists of imprisonment but may also include a fine paid to the government; to secure conviction, the
prosecution must establish the guilt of the defendant "beyond a reasonable doubt"; and defendants are
protected against conduct by police or prosecutors that violates their constitutional rights, including the right
against unreasonable searches and seizures Fourth Amendment and the right against compelled
self-incrimination Fifth Amendment. The basis for this finding is in the burden of proof, which is further
explained below. Simpson example, the criminal trial jury could not come to a conviction verdict based on the
fact that they had some level of uncertainty as to his guilt. How Does Each System Work? After a person is
arrested and charged with a crime, that person goes to a Criminal Court. Please provide a valid Zip Code or
City and choose a category Please choose a category from the list Please select a city from the list and choose
a category Please enter a valid zip code or city Please select a city from the list Connecting â€¦ What are the
Differences Between the Criminal and Civil Justice Systems?


