
ARGUMENT ON THE LAND ETHIC

A land ethic is a philosophy or theoretical framework about how, ethically, humans should regard the land. The term was
coined by Aldo Leopold (â€“ ) in his A Sand County Almanac (), a classic text of the environmental movement. There he
argues that there is a critical need for a "new ethic," an " ethic.

Covering the land with buildings and parking lots prohibits influx of rainwater to renew groundwater supplies,
and the resulting increased runoff of rainwater causes flooding far beyond what would result in a natural
system. It is wrong when it tends otherwise. That is, can it clarified, elaborated, and if necessary revised to
make it a plausible and practicable environmental ethic? Some ecocentrists agree, but most embrace more
moderate views. A better argument for the land ethic must be multi-pronged. As a student of ethics, Leopold
recognized that moral attitudes have evolved over time and that they sometimes vary greatly from culture to
culture. Leopold did not define the land ethic with a litany of rights and wrongs in A Sand County Almanac.
Many of the things mainstream environmentalists favorâ€”preference for native plants and animals over
invasive species, hunting or selective culling to control overpopulated species that are damaging to the
environment, and a focus on preserving healthy, self-regenerating natural ecosystems both for human benefit
and for their own intrinsic valueâ€”jibe with Leopold's ecocentric land ethic. Is it the fundamental principle of
all ethics, or only of environmental ethics? Leopold argued for an ecological approach, becoming one of the
first to popularize this term coined by Henry Chandler Cowles of the University of Chicago during his early s
research at the Indiana Dunes. A well-known libertarian theorist is John Hospers. If so, what is the relationship
between the outer and inner spheres of this expanding circle of moral concern? The central thrust of the land
ethic is that we should care for and protect the land both for our sakes and for the sake of the land itself. Some
legal rights have even been extended to animals. Thus, while a utilitarian-based land ethic can be used to
support economic activity, it can also be used to challenge this activity. Rather, he is best viewed as an
enlightened or moderate anthropocentrist. In other words, if it is recognized that a person has a right to
something, then someone has the responsibility to supply this opportunity or item; whether that be an
individual person or the government. Leopold would argue that we likewise need to develop ethical principles
regarding our treatment of land, and a sense of land stewardship, to maintain the biological or ecological
community in which we inevitably live. In fact, a common argument in favor of industrial agriculture is that it
is a good practice because it increases the benefits for humans; benefits such as food abundance and a drop in
food prices. As an environmental ethic, Leopold's land ethic is a comparatively moderate view that seeks to
strike a balance between human interests and a healthy and biotically diverse natural environment. For
example, some jurisdictions have laws prohibiting soil from washing into rivers and thus fouling human water
supplies, laws prohibiting dumping of wastes that foul groundwater under other tracts of land, and laws
prohibiting presence of junk that diminishes the aesthetic value of nearby tracts of land. This may be a good
argument for feeling a sense of oneness with nature, but it is not an argument offered in A Sand County
Almanac. Leopold's argument began with ancient Greek and Hebrew notions of morality, and he pointed out
that in ancient Greece it was ethical to kill slaves because the killing of a slave was simply the "disposal of
property". We have developed ethical principles regarding our treatment of other humans in order to maintain
the stability of our social communities. Government can encourage sound conservation practices, but its
agents cannot be everywhere. The next year, thanks to the determined efforts of family and friends, Oxford
University Press published a collection of his essays called A Sand County Almanac. These ethics are,
roughly, based on an ecological or systems view. In the quote below, Luna points out that these rules may be
more complicated than they seem. This notion of preservation raises several issues. We may come to the end
of the essay in total agreement with Leopold but still not understand what we should do. Work Cited Leopold,
Aldo. So what exactly is the logical or evidentiary connection between the scientific facts Leopold cites and
the normative conclusions he draws from them? If biotic communities are to be valued and preserved, as
Leopold urges, it must be possible to pick them out from other parts of the natural world. To do that, we must
engage in thoughtful dialog with each other, inviting a diversity of perspectives, experiences, and
backgrounds.


