
FEMINIST RESEARCH

What makes research feminist? A classic answer is that it is research done by, for , and about women. Another is that
"feminist researchers produce feminist.

Deciding on what method to use to find the solution or answer, and then gathering, organizing, and analysing
data, are the next steps, followed by writing and publishing the research report. Further, multiple
methodologies, both quantitative and qualitative have produced a collection of mixed results. Doing research
involves a long series of choices and decisions. There is no one method or strategy for feminist research.
Third, feminist research is characterized by its diversity. Feminists may not agree how precisely to shape or
define feminist research, but there is a high degree of concurrence over the epistemological grounding of the
research process. Judith Cook and Mary Margaret Fonow identify five basic epistemological principles in
feminist methodology. As opposed to traditional research, its objectives include both the construction of new
knowledge and the production of social change. These include the taking of women and gender as the focus of
analysis; the importance of consciousness raising; the rejection of subject and object this means valuing the
knowledge held by the participant as being expert knowledge and acknowledging how research valued as
"objective" always reflects a specific social and historical standpoint; a concern with ethics throughout the
research process and in the use of research results ; and an intention to empower women and change power
relations and inequality. While feminist beliefs and concerns will help guide and direct the decision making
process, outside forces also play a key role. Quantitative research consists of experimental, correlational and
survey research methodologies. Ontario: Broadview Press. Ralph, D. Weston, M. Second, feminist research is
grounded in feminist values and beliefs. More and more feminist researchers have slowly gained interest in the
relationship between gender and research practices. Feminist researchers can undertake research using two
fundamental approaches; firstly, by using the traditional research process referred to as "quantitative"
methodology or by using the "qualitative" ethnographic method. Diana Ralph constructed a power pyramid
that illustrates how power informs the decision making process; where the feminist researcher is on the bottom
of the structure, she has more difficulty in controlling the choices being made Ralph, , p. Sociological Inquiry,
56 4 :  In the past several years the feminist community has increasingly debated the merits of traditional
research, specifically the quantitative methodologies used in that research. By understanding the many
relevant feminist research methods for women's liberation, feminist researchers have also established different
ways of dealing with the inequalities concerned with research. Champagne, L. A classic answer is that it is
research done by, for, and about women. Feminist research thus requires that such issues as antiracism and
diversity, democratic decision making, and the empowerment of women--including traditionally marginalised
women--are addressed. Feminist research cannot claim to speak for all women, but can provide new
knowledge grounded in the realities of women's experiences and actively enact structural changes in the social
world. The primary purpose of this part of the web based project is to discuss the different feminist research
methods. Feminist principles inform all stages of the research, from choice of topic to presentation of data,
acting as the framework guiding the decisions being made by the people involved in the research. The
particular situation or context should guide the methodological choices, instead of having a trust in the method
as appropriate for every context and situation Greaves et al. Males are establishing the norms; more
specifically they are playing the dominant roles. The limitations of single method studies can be resolved by
the innovative use of triangulation. A more detailed description of the various feminist research methods is
discussed using references by Liesbet Van Zoonen and many other scholars. Lapp, J. Quantitative methods
includes, "in depth research into the motivation, attitudes and behaviour of respondents or into a given
situation" Joppe.


