
RUBRIC FOR WRITING ASSIGNMENT HIGH SCHOOL

Writing shows high degree of attention to logic and reasoning of points. Unity clearly leads the reader to the conclusion
and stirs thought regarding the topic.

For you, a rubric saves time and decreases subjectivity. This increases their level of awareness of the traits that
distinguish successful essays from those that fail to meet the criteria. After you and your students have used
the rubric, have them work in groups to make suggested alterations to the rubric to more precisely match their
needs or the parameters of a particular writing assignment. It is helpful to show them examples of written
pieces that meet and do not meet the expectations. This peer-editing process is a quick and reliable way to see
how well the student did on their assignment. In social studies, for example, an essay about geographical
landforms and their effect on the culture of a region might necessitate additional criteria about the use of
specific terminology. Review each criterion with the students and give them specific examples of what you
want so they will know what is expected of them. If used effectively, rubrics can help improve students'
writing. She has provided remedial enrichment curriculums and worked with both bilingual and special needs
students. Once students complete the essay have them first score their own essay using the rubric, and then
switch with a partner. The explicitness of the expectations helps students know exactly why they lost points on
the assignment and aids them in setting goals for future improvement. Once peer-editing is complete, have
students hand in their essay's. It's also good practice to learn criticism and become a more efficient writer.
Make sure to offer students examples if they did not meet the criteria listed. Grading rubrics can be of great
benefit to both you and your students. As an added benefit, because the criteria are explicitly stated, the use of
the rubric decreases the likelihood that students will argue about the grade they receive. Furthermore, the
content area for which the essay is written may require some alterations to the rubric. Janelle Cox has an M.
Specific criteria are explicitly stated, facilitating the grading process and increasing your objectivity. Now it is
your turn to evaluate the assignment according to the criteria on the rubric. How to Use an Essay Rubric The
best way to use an essay rubric is to give the rubric to the students before they begin their writing assignment.
Alter some expectations or add additional traits on the rubric as needed.


