
VIETNAM THE UNWINNABLE WAR

There is a broad consensus among professional historians that the Vietnam War was effectively unwinnable. Even the
revisionists admit their.

First, the level of economic development of the North was very low, meaning there were few concentrations of
useful targets to bomb. The reasons are clear and were known at the time. The U. The military, which was the
lead actor in the War, is quick to blame others for its loss. The absence of a clear explanation is not an
accident. The Vietnamese were poor, Buddhist, rural peasants. In contrast, the revisionist case rests largely on
the assertion that our defeat in Vietnam was essentially psychological, and that victory would therefore have
been possible if only our political leadership had sustained popular support for the war. Photos of victims of
the My Lai massacre in Vietnam galvanized public awareness about the barbarity of the war. After all, the
South Vietnamese forces outnumbered the Communists, were far better supplied, had vastly superior
firepower and enjoyed a considerable advantage in mobility thanks to transport planes and helicopters. And
without political legitimacy, there could never be a long-term solution to the War. And third, your own losses,
while they may be far lower than those of the enemy, must still be tolerable within your own war-making
context. And, after the Tet Offensive in early demolished the upbeat fiction in the U. Instead, American and
South Vietnamese could only grope after the elusive enemy and were rarely able to fight him except on his
own terms. The Americans should have understood this. Photo taken by U. It meant dragging out the War,
harassing the enemy, avoiding serious engagement except where the likelihood of success was high,
withdrawing before serious losses were sustained, and counting on the American public to tire of a seemingly
endless but unwinnable war. From the beginning of the escalation, in , the U. These political, intelligence, and
military reasons for the U. Anybody but itself. In a recent New York Times article , Mr.


