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Gustav Stresemann, a German politician and statesman who served as Chancellor in (for a brief period of days) and
Foreign Minister â€“, during the Weimar Republic. Stresemann was a Vernunftrepublikaner, that is, someone who
supported the Weimar Republic because it.

This dramatic turnabout happened in large part because of the role played by Gustav Stresemann who became
Chancellor in August during the hyperinflation crisis. Stresemann wrote to the Crown Prince: "All the
questions which to-day preoccupy the German people can be transformed into as many vexations for the
Entente by a skilful orator before the League of Nations". The concept of left-wing and right-wing politics
emerged. Later that year he lost both his Reichstag and town council seats. East Germany Stresemann Era
Stresemann typified the Weimar Vernunftrepublikaner commonsense republican ; a former National Liberal
and annexationist, he supported the republic for pragmatic reasons. In the months before his death Stresemann
was in the process of negotiating the Young Plan. This may not necessarily be because there was an
improvement in the system. Trade unions, worked with the biggest party, the Social Democrats, and were in
most governments. Democracy was introduced to Germany in and the German Parliament, the Reichstag, was
established. Also the economic recovery was entirely dependent on American loans. Germany could now act
as "the spokesman of the whole German cultural community" and thereby provoke the German minorities in
Czechoslovakia and Poland. Being dependent on the USA is clearly not healthy. Germany signed the
Kellogg-Briand Pact in August  The DVP platform promoted Christian family values, secular education, lower
tariffs, opposition to welfare spending and agrarian subsidies and hostility to " Marxism " that is, the
Communists , and also the Social Democrats. These changes increased confidence in Germany at home and
abroad. The old marks could be exchanged for Rentenmarks at the very good rate of ,, to 1. The Locarno
treaties, the Treaty of Berlin, and Germany's membership in the League of Nations were the successes that
earned Stresemann world renown. The Kelloggâ€”Briand Pact was an international agreement in which
signatories agreed not to use war as a means to resolve disputes or conflicts. After the war, he remained a
monarchist and founded the DVP to oppose the republic. A brilliant negotiator and a shrewd diplomat,
Stresemann arranged a rapprochement with the Allies. As Stresemann recorded, Briand "almost fell off his
sofa, when he heard my explanations". He remained foreign minister for the rest of his life in eight successive
governments ranging from the centre-right to the centre-left. The impression left on all was tremendous". It
reduced the annual amount the government had to pay This made it possible to lower taxes This, in turn,
released spending power, which boosted German industry and employment Most saw this as a success for
Stresemann. Because of the failure of several coup attemptsâ€”including one by Adolf Hitler in Munichâ€”and
a general quieting of the atmosphere after these problems had been solved, the Weimar Republic was granted
a period of relative tranquility that lasted until the end of the decade. There was talk of the 'spirit of Locarno',
which seemed to offer the prospect of a Europe free from war. He was co-laureate of the Nobel Peace Prize in 
Those who failed to uphold the agreement would be denied the benefits offered by the treaty. To download
this worksheet, click the button below to signup for free it only takes a minute and you'll be brought right back
to this page to start the download! Moreover, in order to attain economic stability, Stresemann called off the
passive resistance of the Ruhr, began the renegotiation with France and Belgium, and limited the production of
new currency. These were intended as protection against any future German aggression. In , he was elected to
the Reichstag , where he soon became a close associate of party chairman Ernst Bassermann. This was a time
when prices in Germany went up quicker than people could spend their money and the German currency lost
its value. His first act was to attempt to restore the old Entente through a three-power alliance of England,
France and Belgium, directed against Germany. In return Germany got: â€” the last Allied troops left the
Rhineland â€” France promised peace with Germany â€” the powers agreed to open talks about German
membership pf the League of Nations. Overriding issues were by no means settled, but, for a few years, the
republic functioned more like an established democracy. It seems to be a pattern. The same percentage of seats
in Parliament as the percentage of votes, which made passage of laws difficult for small parties. Indeed, some
of the more conservative members of his own People's Party never really trusted him. The recovery of the
Republic, â€”29 Gustav Stresemann and economic recovery In , the Weimar Republic was on the verge of
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collapse socially and economically. In , he was awarded a Nobel Peace Prize for his reconciliation efforts.
After his chancellorship ended because of combined opposition from the right and left, Stresemann served as
German foreign minister until his death in  He became the German Chancellor in for three months and then
Foreign Minister until his death in  In he signed the Locarno Pact.


