
AN ANALYSIS OF THE THEME IN THE BALLAD OF BIRMINGHAM

Theme in a poem is the central idea or message. Dudley Randallâ€™s poem â€œBallad of Birminghamâ€• is a tribute
to a real-life church bombing in , which killed four young girls. The main theme is that nothing -- not even a motherâ€™s
love or the sacred walls of a church -- can.

The move from the sixth to the seventh stanza is when the explosion occurs Hunter  The little child is in a
desperate situation and wants to help better the lives of the African Americans. Neither can be avoided or
talked about lightly yet there are so many stories and poems written about both of these polar opposites that it
is hard to get a grasp on reality. In the first stanza irony is used in order to make reading the poem more
interesting. Randall uses a sad tone and irony to describe the events of one of the most vivid and vicious
chapters from the civil rights movement, the bombing of a church in ; consequently, wounding 21 people and
costing four girls their lives. Typically, a church is to be a very safe and sacred place where no-one would
imagine a bombing or any other type of violence to happen. Much of this poem is read as dialogue between a
mother and a child, a style which gives it an intimate tone and provides insight to the feelings of the
characters. The speaker is allowing the reader to make a mental picture of one specific march in Birmingham
Hunter  When Randall was about nine years old he and his family move to Detroit, Michigan in  It is a
dialogue between mother and daughter during which, the daughter asks her mother for going out to join the
Freedom March, and eventually, she ends up dying in an explosion of the church. The tragedy, a central
feature of many ballads, becomes especially clear and poignant at the end, when the mother searches for he
missing daughter. The poem has become the greatest work of Randall, and it leaves the readers with a deep
emotion about tragedies due to the segregation in the s The mother smiled to know her child was in the sacred
place, but that smile was the last smile to come upon her face. First, there is a tone of innocence in the first
stanza Hunter  This stanza is ironic because if the mother thinks her daughter is going to be in a safe place,
why would this be the last time she would ever smile? But, you know as well as I, that with peace marches and
rallies comes violence and hostility. Any type of essay. But, if you notice, in the seventh stanza that tone of
joy immediately turns to grief and loneliness. He makes you feel as if you are in a war with him, watching his
friend get gassed and having images of bent bodies corrupting your mind. Your time is important. Before
translations and devices, readers should first acknowledge the structure of the poem Something else that
strikes me funny is that her mother dresses her in her daughter in her best clothes to go to church with her. It is
a poem in which a daughter expresses her interest in attending a civil rights rally and the mother fearful for her
daughter's safety refuses to let her go. She raced through the streets of Birmingham Calling for her child. Her
mother tells her that there are dogs, clubs and hoses. The young child tries to act nice and innocent to her
mother, in the case that her mother might let her go to the march Hunter  Thick smoke and fearful screams
saturate the air. First of all, the most visible element of importance is the irony. Auden  It is a good feeling that
brings warmth and security to any child or any adult needing to recapture the essence of their childhood.


