
GUIDELINES FOR WRITING AN ARTICLE SUMMARY

Step-by-step instructions on how to summarize articles with examples.

Improving your bedside manner. Write a short summary of the author's primary purpose in writing the article.
Your summary should follow the same format. After interviewing more than active-duty military nurses, Jones
argues that "the greatest survival rates among war-time casualties involve patients who feel that their nurses
care for them on a personal level"  On the first reading, try to gain a general notion of what the article is trying
to say. If they can not summarize the main idea of the paragraph, they know that comprehension has broken
down and they need to use fix-up strategies to repair understanding. In the end, you will have read, digested,
and reconstructed the text in a shorter, more concise form. Don't forget to include the Andrews University
cover page and a photocopy of the article you summarized. It is important to remember that a summary is not
an outline or synopsis of the points that the author makes in the order that the author gives them. Not all
writers use such a straightforward structure. Since rising diabetic rates and obesity has become a worldwide
concern, the article provides a startling but controversial potential solution. Murray and Anna C. The majority
of Davidhizer's article consists of suggestions for how healthcare providers can improve their "bedside
manner. They may not state the thesis or main idea immediately at the beginning, but rather build up to it
slowly, and they may introduce a point of development in one place and then return to it later in the text. A
summary must be coherent: It should make sense as a piece of writing in its own right; it should not merely be
taken directly from your list of notes or sound like a disjointed collection of points. I've also not developed my
summary as long as I might; I just wanted to give you an idea of what you might do. Look specifically for the
supporting arguments. Be sure you don't use the same words, phrases, or sentence structure as the original.
Also, try to make use of different verbs and adverbs. Here are a couple of examples: Smith suggests that the
number of ways a nurse can show compassion to a patient are limited only by the nurse's imagination. If a text
is organized in a linear fashion, you may be able to write a summary simply by paraphrasing the major points
from the beginning of the text to the end. Give a full reference for the citation see the example below for the
in-text citations in 2. Identify author's purpose.


