
WRITING THESIS STATMENTS

Defining the Thesis Statement. What is a thesis statement? Every paper you write should have a main point, a main
idea, or central message. The argument(s).

Formula for a Strong Argumentative Thesis One thing I find that is helpful for students is having a clear
template. Good: Reading develops a child's mind by fostering comprehension skills, increasing vocabulary,
and exposing them to new worlds they might not otherwise encounter. Writers use all kinds of techniques to
stimulate their thinking and to help them clarify relationships or comprehend the broader significance of a
topic and arrive at a thesis statement. That type of thesis is a long, well-written paper that takes years to piece
together. As you write the essay, you will probably begin to characterize these differences more precisely, and
your working thesis may start to seem too vague. You want to declare your intentions in this essay and guide
the reader to the conclusion that you reach. Thesis Statement: Bad vs. Because Banana Herb Tea Supplement
promotes rapid weight loss that results in the loss of muscle and lean body mass, it poses a potential danger to
customers. Why should an academic audience even care about such a basic claim? In the example about
European travel above, readers might be interested in travel around Europe but will they be interested in solo
travel, and greater independence and confidence? There is nothing as frustrating as hitting on a great idea for a
thesis, then forgetting it when you lose concentration. Compare the following: There are advantages and
disadvantages to using statistics. This final thesis presents a way of interpreting evidence that illuminates the
significance of the question. Compare this original thesis too general with three possible revisions more
focused, each presenting a different approach to the same topic : Original thesis: There are serious objections
to today's horror movies. Avoid, avoid, avoid generic arguments and formula statements. Otherwiseâ€¦ why
would your point matter? This is also why a well-planned outline is essential. If your thesis and the body of
your essay do not seem to go together, one of them has to change. While Dukakis' "soft-on-crime" image hurt
his chances in the election, his failure to campaign vigorously after the Democratic National Convention bore
a greater responsibility for his defeat. Next, I explain that my opinion is correct with several key reasons. You
could try one more sentence here, clarifying harm, or wait until the body of the paper to develop that idea. If
yours doesn't, then it's not an argumentâ€”it may be a fact, or an opinion, but it is not an argument. A strong
thesis statement is specific. A persuasive thesis usually contains an opinion and the reason why your opinion is
true. Your thesis statement should tell your reader what the paper is about and also help guide your writing
and keep your argument focused. You may reproduce it for non-commercial use if you use the entire handout
and attribute the source: The Writing Center, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Lunsford, Andrea
A. In this persuasive thesis statement, you see that I state my opinion the best type of sandwich , which means
I have chosen a stance. A thesis statement is one sentence that expresses the main idea of a research paper or
essay, such as an expository essay or argumentative essay. In your thesis statement, you don't need to state
every single detriment you're going to lay out in fact, you shouldn't as it will risk becoming a run-on sentence
but you can point to the main areas you will explore. Politicians work long hours. The pornographic violence
in "bloodbath" slasher movies degrades both men and women. Typically, however, it is only one concise
sentence. A thesis should never be vague, combative or confrontational.


