
THE SONG OF LAWINO

Song of Lawino is an epic poem written by Ugandan poet Okot p'Bitek. First published in in Acholi Luo, it was quickly
translated into other languages.

In this Chapter One, we deal with the Summary of the poems, the characters and characterization, the point of
view, the context of the poems, the imagery, form and interpretation, the mood, the theme, and finally the
philosophy of life of the author 1. The poem poses a question: what kind of liberation should Africa take on?
The beautiful one aspires To look like a white woman; â€¦â€¦â€¦â€¦â€¦â€¦â€¦â€¦â€¦â€¦â€¦â€¦. For Lawino, things
happen when the need and circumstance arise: the child is fed when it's hungry as opposed to fixed, regular
mealtimes , or goes to sleep when it is tired. You cannot sing them. Both ways of life are open to criticism,
both ways are valid. Although Ocol's polygamy is accepted by society, and by Lawino herself, her description
of his actions shows that he is shunning Lawino in favour of Clementine. Okot p'Bitek addresses this question
by telling the story of Lawino, a woman whose husband, Ocol, throws her out of their home and brings home
a more Europeanized woman as a wife. The Second Chapter addresses the issue of Ocol's new wife. By the
end of this section, Lawino turns on her attacks and exposes their own immorality and hypocrisy. Lawino is
Ocol's first wife, and the mother of his first children. Ocol despises Black people and their traditional ways
and has adopted Europeans values. The poem itself is separated in different sections or Chapters, each one
detailing the social problems facing Lawino and Ocol in their marriage, their differences and value systems.
He is dismissive of Lawino for not being able to cook European-style food, or being able to: "dance white
men's dances". Plot[ edit ] Song of Lawino, which is a narrative poem , describes how Lawino's husband,
Ocol, the son of the tribal leader of their Acholi tribe , has taken another wife, Clementine, who is educated
and acts European. But that is not the end. Her verdict is that the latter is more real to the African than
Christianity Ocol laughs at me. She does not mind them following their own ways. This loss of culture on the
part of Ocol is what disturbs Lawino the most. She thinks the customs of white probably suit white people. It
has also become culturally iconic within Africa , because of its scathing display of how African society was
being destroyed by the colonization of Africa Song of Lawino was originally written in rhyming couplets and
had a regular meter. To uproot pumpkins, even when you are moving to a new homestead, is simple wanton
destruction. We acknowledge and remind and warn you that they may, in fact, be entirely unrepresentative of
the actual reviews by any other measure. Ocol's new wife, unlike Lawino, is thoroughly Europeanized. The
beautiful one aspires; To look like a white woman; Her lips are red-hot; She resembles the wild cat; That has
dipped its mouth in blood; Her mouth is like raw yaws; Tina dusts powder on her face; And it looks so pale ;
Song of Lawino has become one of the most widely read literary works originating from sub-Saharan Africa
that addresses the issues facing a liberated Africa. In all these poems, except Song of Ocol to some extent , he
makes use of oral tradition as a basic foundation or launching pad. As an example of this, Lawino says Ocol
no longer engages, or has any interest in, the ritualistic African dance but prefers the ballroom-style dances
introduced by the colonising Europeans. In this same chapter we notice that Lawino is not only witty, she also
versatile, conjuring up all kinds of images to bring her going home. Should it honor its traditions, or should it
adapt the European values that were already set in place during colonialism? They are not simply a written
version of Acoli songs. First published in in Acholi Luo , it was quickly translated into other languages,
including English. In separate chapters, Lawino addresses the variety of differences between the traditional
that Ocol now rejects but which she still clings to and the new, which he has embraced entirely. Western
dances are immoral because people embrace in public and dance with anyone, even close relatives said
p'Bitek. She first displays her wit forcefully at the beginning of Chapter two, where she Lawino makes a
mockery of modern notions of beauty, including the use of make-up and cosmetics, by comparing her rival,
Clementine, the girl of modern ways, to what in traditional Acoli Society must be regarded as the ugliest and
most weird of all creatures.


