
WRITING A PRIMARY SOURCE ANALYSIS PAPER

Source analysis essay writing guide for school and college students, Primary sources are the materials that involves
history like original.

Write a lead sentence that gains the reader's attention. The Hebrews, had a set of laws given to them by their
god as described in the book of Exodus Chapter  Step 1 Research the author and learn everything you can
about his background and potential bias. You must put the source in context of historical events and cultural
mores. Often a fresh eye will catch things that you did not. How was the document received? Then pick the
two most interesting subthemes that you would like to discuss. This page only offers suggestions for focused
short writing assignments of about two pages. Does it exclude, downplay, or ignore evidence or issues that
you can verify through other sources? In "The Palette of Narmer" we can clearly see the figure of the Pharaoh
pounding a stake into the skull of another figure. Did the author's audience have any effect on the document's
content? These guidelines will help you in writing any short essay. Step 7 Create a thesis statement for your
analysis. These should be concise since this is not the main purpose of your paper. Was it more personal e. If
the land becomes unusable, it will encourage citizens to expand their land. Your thesis will be determined by
your research. Step 6 Inspect the physical document if it is available. Step 8 Answer these questions about
your source in the analysis. For example, a letter or article that is describing the details of a battle is
considered much more reliable if it was written by a person who saw the events firsthand. For example,
knowing that an author was exceptionally wealthy may undermine the argument put forth in a treatise
dismissing the plight of the poor. Don't summarize-analyze! Verb tenseâ€”to improve the flow of your
writing, choose a tense i. Every one of the great empires used religion as its power base.


