
MASTER STATUS

Put simply, a master status is the defining social position a person holds, which can be expressed as gender, race,
occupation or even religion.

Gerhard Lenski originally predicted that people suffering from status inconsistency would favor political
actions and parties directed against higher status groups. Whenever there is any form of society, one sees
social status come into play. Other early observations of this trend also posited that these master statuses often
existed socially to group like-minded individuals together. Even becoming a parent or grandparent can provide
a master status for one to achieve. However, in a dual-income household the combined income of both
earners, even if they hold relatively low status jobs, can put the household in the upper middle class income
bracket. Basically, if you look at master statuses as over-arching achievements one can accomplish in life, one
can define almost any accomplishment as his or her master status of choice. Over a lifetime, a person regularly
exchange, relinquish, and take on many different statuses. Status based on family background, ethnicity,
gender, and religion, which is also known as "ascribed status," is less important. Others include raising
children, employment status; and disability or mental illness. In keeping with the master status
characterization, sentencing decisions for gang members were far less likely than for nongang members to be
affected by other offender and offense characteristics. Thus, people were ranked by ascribed status. Weber
noted that political power was not rooted solely in capital value, but also in one's individual status. Weber's
View of Stratification Max Weber formed a three-component theory of stratification in which social difference
is determined by class, status, and power. Academic Skills and Knowledge Typically, these are, in order of
completion, associate's degree, bachelor's degree, master's degree, and doctorate. This meant that men who
identified as Asian American more than they identified as being economically middle class or an executive of
a small company would often befriend others who identified primarily as Asian American. Origin[ edit ]
Everett Hughes first introduced the notion of master status in the s, and it was the key subject of his address as
the 53rd president of the American Sociological Association. Master status is significant for social identity.
Sociology Index Master Status Master status is status that overrides all others in perceived importance. In
sociology, it is a concept that lies at the core of a person's social identity and influences that person's roles and
behaviors in a societal context. The master status, whether ascribed status or achieved status , overshadows all
other social positions of the status. Weber introduced three independent factors that form his theory of
stratification hierarchy: class, status, and power. Results provided some support for the characterization of
gang membership as a master status. Regardless of what master status a person identifies with, it is often
largely due to external social forces like socialization and social interaction with others , which shape how we
see and understand ourselves and our relationships to others. Women, racial and sexual minorities, and
disabled folks often find that their master status is chosen for them by others and strongly defines how others
treat them and how they experience society in general. Becker describes how certain rule-breakers come to
accept the label of "deviant" as their master status. Status inconsistency is a situation where an individual's
social positions have both positive and negative influences on his or her social status. For example, a teacher
may have a positive societal image respect, prestige, etc. The master status is the role to which one most
relates the view of oneself Becker  In this address, he discussed "the tendency of observers to believe that one
label or demographic category is more significant than any other aspect of the observed person's background,
behavior or performance", with special reference to race. Socioeconomic status SES or class tends to be
associated more with how religion is practiced rather than degree of religiosity i. In modern western Europe,
status depends on individual educational and professional attainment, meaning that people are ranked based on
achieved status. Census Bureau in terms of either household or individual income and remains one of the most
prominent indicators of class status. People in such societies may be confined to their ancestral occupations,
and their social status is largely prescribed by status at birth.


