
ANALYZING FILMS

This handout provides a brief definition of film analysis compared to literary analysis, provides an introduction to
common types of film analysis, and offers.

A good thesis should be brief, you can simply write about a specific segment of the movie instead of writing
about every aspect of the movie. Example of a conclusion for a movie analysis Writing a movie analysis
requires critical thinking and analysis skills when supporting an articulated argument. How does the film
attempt to achieve its goal by the way it looks, and does it succeed? What unique effects were used? By the
time of Act Three, the Resolution, her aversion to touch a product of fearing her own magic is gone, reflecting
a theme of self-acceptance. Film analysis is the process in which film is analyzed in terms of semiotics,
narrative structure, cultural context, and mise-en-scene, among other approaches. Here are some tips for
approaching film analysis: Make sure you understand the prompt and what you are being asked to do. Writing
the film analysis essay Writing film analysis is similar to writing literary analysis or any argumentative essay
in other disciplines: Consider the assignment and prompts, formulate a thesis see the Brainstorming Handout
and Thesis Statement Handout for help crafting a nuanced argument , compile evidence to prove your thesis,
and lay out your argument in the essay. I want to ensure that my thoughts encourage readers to create a
constructive discussion around the film, or help them decide whether or not the movie is for them. Her gloves
are first given to her by her father to restrain her magic. You might agree or disagree with this interpretation,
and, using evidence from the film, support your argument. When describing a sequence in a film, use the
present tense, like you would write in the literary present when describing events of a novel, i. Audiovisual
elements that can be analyzed include but are not limited to : props and costumes, setting, lighting, camera
angles, frames, special effects, choreography, music, color values, depth, placement of characters, etc.
Paragraph three This movie makes use of different lighting and color for the flashbacks, to differentiate them
from the main plotline. A good essay body should interpret, analyze and evaluate the movie. Action 2. Was
the direction comparable to other movies this director has created? Finding a screenplay of the movie may be
helpful, but keep in mind that there may be differences between the screenplay and the actual product and
these differences might be a topic of discussion! Semiotic analysis Semiotic analysis is the analysis of
meaning behind signs and symbols, typically involving metaphors, analogies, and symbolism. Review your
materials. Some other questions to consider: How does the meaning of the film change when seen outside of
its culture? Contextual analysis Contextual analysis is analysis of the film as part of a broader context.
Mismatched shoes and bedhead might be a sign of carelessness or something crazy happened that morning!
Were the effects overboard or too subtle? Was it made to entertain, educate, or bring awareness to an issue? It
also showcases some good work on characters and visual, making it a movie which stands out among other
movies with similar themes. Cinematography: Were the shots used in a unique way to tell the story? Keep in
mind that any of the elements of film can be analyzed, oftentimes in tandem. Was the action coherently shot?
Were the music queues timed well for the scenes they were supporting? After that, we also need to elaborate
what effects these techniques can produce when viewing the movie; for example, camera leads what we see in
the film so the changes in camera angles have impact on audience's interpretations of the meanings the movie
tries to convey. Syntactics is relations among signs in formal structures. Here are some of these controversial
elements and how to think about them: Sex â€” is there too much? Refer to the thesis statement in each
paragraph.


