
ESSAY SUICIDE HUME

At the heart of this essay by Hume is a criticism of the 'sanctity of life' argument, widely appealed to in the moral
condemnation of those who commit suicide.

And may he not lawfully employ that power with which nature has endowed him? It would be easy to prove,
that Suicide is as lawful under the christian dispensation as it was to the heathens. It will here be superfluous
to magnify the merits of philosophy, by displaying the pernicious tendency of that vice, of which it cures the
human mind. Suicide could be considered as an act of rebellion against God. Such people claim that an
argument can be made against suicide in all cases, not due to the consequent disutility for the individual or the
community, but due to the moral principle that life is never to be given up willingly. And were it of ever so
great importance, the order of nature has actually submitted it to human prudence, and reduced us to a
necessity, in every incident, of determining concerning it. But Providence guided all these causes, and nothing
happens in the universe without its consent and co-operation. While it might be in our nature to seek to
preserve our life in general, it is also in our nature to take our own lives under certain circumstances. He
writes, That suicide may often be consistent with interest and with our duty to ourselves, no one can question,
who allows that age and sickness or misfortune may render life a burden and make it even worse than
annihilation. His second and third arguments, while not wholly convincing, point the way towards a more
reasoned and more humane approach to the question of suicide. Although the Commentaries on the Laws of
England were not published until - after Hume's essay "Of Suicide" was written, although before it was
published - I assume that this argument was familiar to Hume. Once again we discover that suicide is against
the moral law. He uses the example of a man about to cross a broken bridge: we can forcibly stop that person
and warn him of the danger, but ultimately should not prevent him from crossing the bridgeâ€”for only he
knows the worth of his life balanced against the danger of crossing the bridge. On the one hand, though life is
what I want, there is something I want more than life. For Albert Camus the story of Sisyphus - condemned by
the gods to spend eternity pushing a boulder up a mountain slope and then watching as the boulder rolls back
to the bottom, only to have to start again - is not a tale of despair. The three-part structure of the book,
examining the laws of nature, the laws of reason and the laws of God, follow the Thomist definition of sin
whereby all the lights of human judgement are impaired. We do not rush premature into God's presence when
we kill ourselves, we merely act in accordance with certain of the natural laws God has made. Mental illness,
Hume. Hume comes across as a philosopher I wish I'd read more of at university, seeing as how he seems to
have his head screwed on right, and have a sensible outlook on most things. The struggle itself towards the
heights is enough to fill a man's heart. Real life is not so simple. If it be no crime, both prudence and courage
should engage us to rid ourselves at once of existence, when it becomes a burthen. If any action, in this case
suicide, were to disturb society then we would know not to do it because human nature inspires the sentiment
of remorse in us when we act in a way that is to the disadvantage of the community, and inspires the sentiment
of blame in us when others act in such a way. Life is what I want; yi is also what I want. A man, who
continues in a course of sobriety and temperance, will hate riot and disorder: if he engages in business of
study, indolence will seem a punishment to him: if he constrains himself to practice beneficence and affability,
he will soon abhor all instances of pride and violence. But I thank providence, both for the good, which I have
already enjoyed, and for the power, with which I am endowed, of escaping the ill that threatens me. Far from
criticizing the character of the atheist philosopher, Smith praises him: Thus died our most excellent and never
to be forgotten friend They are all of them, therefore, equally innocent or equally criminal. Since the
eighteenth century the debate over suicide has moved on, but the contemporary arguments bear some
similarity to those of Hume and his adversaries. Again, many philosophers accepted the right of citizens
although not slaves or soldiers to kill themselves, and many prominent Romans did just that. One popular
argument is that many of the reasons for committing suicide â€”such as depression , emotional pain, or
economic hardshipâ€”are transitory and can be ameliorated by therapy and through making changes to some
aspects of one's life.


